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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS IN MI
Festive cheer was in full swing today in 
Monaghan Institute. Thank you to the Students 
Union, Martin Smyth and Dr. Sinead Corrigan for 
organising such a fun filled lunch. A big thank 
you to Dinkins Staff who provided a very tasty 
Christmas dinner. 

Well done to Patrick Strong who convincingly 
beat all other contenders in the ‘Mince Pie Eating’ 
competition. Congratulations to Level 5 Health 
Service Skills who won the ‘Best Dressed Class’ in 
the Christmas Jumper competition.

The Big MI Christmas Quiz was held on Tuesday 13th December 
in the Canteen from 1-2pm.  The quiz was based on the theme of 
Christmas. There were 14 teams present on the day and our quiz 
master was Nina Stronge.  Our worthy winners were from the Level 
5 Early Childhood Care & Education class who received selection 
boxes as a prize.  

Special thanks to Dr. Sinead Corrigan, Martin Smyth and Nina 
Stronge for their involvement and organization of this event.

MI CHRISTMAS TABLE QUIZ 2016

Students & Staff pose in their Christmas 
Jumpers after Christmas dinner

Level 5 Health Service Skills recieve a prize for Best Dressed Class from 
MISU president Martin Smyth (Level 5 Liberal Arts)

Staff and students take part in the Mince Pie Eating 
competition

Students from Level 5 Early Childhood Care & Education class recieving their
selection boxes. L-R Paula Traynor, Valerie Ross, Jesenija Remenaka, Jamie 

McMahon, Martin Smyth & Nina Stronge MISU
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As part of their cabin crew training the Level 5 Tourism students 
recently visited Waterford airport. Students had a brilliant day 
getting hands on experience on board the training aircraft cabin, 
including practicing safety demonstrations and serving food and 
beverages in an authentic setting.

Tourism students, along with students from Beech Hill College, 
also recieved a visit from Aer Lingus Senior Cabin Crew member 
Paul Bardin. The students would like to thank Paul (pictured 
below) for taking the time to talk with them.

On Monday 14th November, the Hairdressing students were 
privileged to have a visit from Alphaparf colour technician 
and representative, Nicole. Nicole gave Year 1 and 2 groups an 
introduction to their colouring and lightening services. She 
discussed the range of Alphaparf products and explained how 
to use them correctly, which was especially useful to Year 2, 
as this is a topic we are learning this year. Her visit was a huge 
benefit to both class groups. It set the foundation for Year 1, 
while reinforcing and revising the information given to us in 
Year 2, by our tutors Caroline and Clodagh.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD APPEAL
AND ROTARY TREE OF REMEBERANCE

TOURISM STUDENTS TRAINING 

HAIRDRESSING STUDENTS RECIEVE 
VISIT FROM ALPHAPARF

By Year 2 Hairdressing student Alecia Keappock

The college are delighted to be part of the Lions Club Food Appeal for St. 
Vincent De Paul again this year. The collection is still taking place until 22nd 
December at 11am. Please bring in non-perishable items i.e tin of beans, pasta 
etc. to help those families in hardship this Christmas. 

Also in the canteen we have a tree of remembrance in aid of Errigal Truagh 
Special Needs. Place the name of the individual you wish to remember, or give 
hope to on an ornament, which will be placed on the tree. On 22nd December 
all ornaments will be taken to the Christmas tree in the shopping centre in 
Monaghan and a service will be said for all the names on the tree after 
Christmas. 

Please contact a member of the Student Union or Library Staff for more 

ANIMAL CARE STUDENTS VISIT DUBLIN ZOO

Notice to students: Classes resume Monday 9th JanuraryMartin Smyth & Niamh Ryan Level 5 Liberal Arts with the food 
trolly for the anuual St Vincent de Paul food appeal

Year 1 and Year 2 Hairdressing students pictured with their tutors Clodagh McKenna 
and Caroline Nelson at the Alphaparf demonstration

Level 5 Tourism & Travel students Kathleen Lafferty and Paula Zaboroveca taking 
part in Cabin Crew Training at Waterford Airport

Level 5 Tourism & Travel students pictured with Aer Lingus Senior Cabin Crew
member Paul Bardin and students from Beech Hill College 

Aer Lingus Senior Cabin Crew
member Paul Bardin 

Computer Games Design tutor Fergal Sherry
trying for a goal at the Staff v Student football match

Students from Level 5 Liberal Arts visit the 
Workhouse in Carrickmacross
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TOURISM STUDENTS TRAINING 

Staff versus Students

The Carrickmacross Workhouse that was once the home to hundreds of 
dying children, suffering women and starving men, is now the home to a 
nursery, crèche and gallery. The building that once held such traumatic 
memories, has been given the chance of a new and positive future. The 
Liberal Arts class visited the Workhouse on 2nd December. It was surprising 
to find the Workhouse clean, cosy and joyful. The building is no longer a 
monument to suffering but a testament to hope. 

It tells us that even though it had a dark past, it can still have an 
extraordinary future. Orladh Mehan Gallagher is a proud believer in this, and 
wants to honour the people who died in, or survived these workhouses, that 
were overflowing one hundred and seventy one years ago, due to the great 
famine. She does this through her artwork. She tells a story, so terrible, yet 
in such a beautiful way. Her art captivates its viewer, showing them what 
happened here during the 19th Century. She brings a great sense of pride to 
the fact that we are descendants of these survivors. 

The Level 5 Animal Care students visited Dublin Zoo on the 29th November 2016 
for their annual Ecology trip. 

As part of the visit, students completed habitat maps, quadrants studies and line 
transactions. This involved identifying different types of trees, plants and insects. 
The data collection, studies of vegetation cover and insect identification skills 
all form an integral part of their course studies. Students also looked at factors 
affecting the habitat including light intensity, soil and air temperatures. 

During their tour of the zoo the students also considered factors relating to the 
animals including conservation and care, their study focused on the Asian 
Elephant, the Golden Tamarin Monkey and the Amur Tiger.  

LIBERAL ARTS STUDENTS VISIT
CARRICKMACROSS WORKHOUSE

By Level 5 Animal Care student Orla O’Connor

By Level 5 Liberal Arts student Cailin McGuirk

ANIMAL CARE STUDENTS VISIT DUBLIN ZOO

Aer Lingus Senior Cabin Crew
member Paul Bardin 

Photograph’s taken by Level 5
Animal Care student Orla O’Connor

Level 5 Animal Care students carry out field studies at 
Dublin Zoo

Computer Games Design tutor Fergal Sherry
trying for a goal at the Staff v Student football match

Staff and students competing in the 
Staff v Student 

Basketball match

Students from Level 5 Liberal Arts visit the 
Workhouse in Carrickmacross

Well done to everyone who participated in the Staff 
v Student’s Basketball match at lunch time on 
Tuesday 29th November, with a big congratulations 
to the staff team who won the game after a strong 
performance! 

The Christmas Soccer tournament took place on 
Friday 16th December with five teams competing. 
Well done to everyone who participated. Special 
mention and celebrations goes to the to the Level 6 
Sports team who convincingly beat the Staff team in 
the final.  Thank you to Dr. Sinead Corrigan for 
organising these events. 
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The symbolic walk from one chapter of my college experience in 
Monaghan Institute to the next, took place during the Graduation 
ceremony which was held in the Garage Theatre on Friday, 11th 
November.  As a graduate I found this day to be a very professional and 
meaningful from start to finish. It made me feel very successful, the 
culmination of all my hard work and effort throughout the year ending 
with this unique and wonderful experience. 

It was an exceptional experience as I was surrounded by people who 
were celebrating equivalent success. The speakers were very influential 
and it was inspiring to hear the background to their success stories. For 
future graduates it is a prodigious occasion and shouldn’t be missed. It is 
also a wonderful experience for family and friends, seeing you graduate 
with pride and joy. A truly valuable, remarkable and momentous day.

The 2016 Careers Event hosted by the CMETB Career 
Guidance staff took place in The Hillgrove Hotel Monaghan 
this year. The event was attended by approximately 2,000 5th 
year students from both Cavan and Monaghan secondary 
schools, who had the opportunity to research their future 
study options. At the event students had the opportunity to 
attend talks on CAO, UCAS, DARE and HEAR College Access 
Schemes, Apprenticeships, Traineeships and Further 
Education and Training options. A big thank you to the 
Business and Office Administration students & their tutor 
Shelagh Niland who helped out at the event. Also thank you 
to the Hair Dressing Year 2 students and Shane Kelly from 
Level 6 Sport who helped our staff administer and organise 
the MI college stand.

MI representatives from the  Level 6  Advanced Software Innovation 
& Design and Level 5 Art courses also took part in the Monaghan 
County Council 1916 Centenary Programme Closing Event at the 
Monaghan County Museum. Heather Humphreys was present to 
launch the commemorative booklet. Last year students created an 
installation and computer game that explored events at the Battle 
of Mount Street, Dublin, 1916. The finished work was exhibited as 
a collaborative piece at the and of year art exhibition at the Market 
House Gallery. Well done to all involved.

MI GRADUATION 2016
Level 6 Early Childhood Care & Education student Siobhan Cosgrove
gives us an account of her own experience at Graduation

CAREERS EVENT 2016

STUDENTS RECIEVE TECH TEN TALK AND ATTEND 1916 CENTENARY CLOSING EVENT

This issue of MI Times is dedicated in memory of 
Level 5 Multimedia student Paddy Kelly (2015)

Students are reminded that MI Tutors and Guidance Counsellor Karol 
Harvey are here if you need to talk and that support is available.

Our thoughts are with Paddys family, friends & classmates at this time.

Siobhan Cosgrove (top right) pictured with her classmates from 
Level 5 Early Childhood Care & Education 2015 - 2016

Level 5 Multimedia Production 2015 - 2016 pictured with their 
tutor Suzannah O’Neill

MI students manning the stand at the 2016 CMETB Careers Event

Pictured with Ms. Humphreys from L-R are Pat Mooney, NCAD, Fergal Sherry, 
Computer Games Design tutor, Computer Games Design students (now 
studying Level 6 Advanced Software, Innovation and Design) Dean Golding, 
Shane Coughlan, David Clarke, Daniel Brennan and Ruth Mannion, Art Tutor.

Level 6 Software Innovation & Design students pictured with Aidan McKenna
from Tech Ten Ltd.

Pictured above are students from the Level 6  Advanced Software 
Innovation & Design course with Aidan Mc Kenna from Tech Ten 
Ltd who gave a very interesting talk on the use of bio sensors in 
the fields of education, health care and society in general. The 
class group will be participating in the project in the New Year 
and will benefit greatly from this experience.
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